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I. The prayer and worship movement today

A. All across our country and the nations of the world today, there is a groundswell of desire for fervent, effective prayer and deeper worship that is sweeping through the body of Christ.  

B. History has only ever shown us small glimpses in isolated geographical regions where God’s eyes have looked upon the earth and found a dim reflection of what continually surrounds Him as He sits on His throne – perpetual, incessant worship.

8 The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do not rest day or night, saying: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!” Revelation 4:8

C. What God is stirring on the earth today is unprecedented.  Throughout the earth, God’s people are gathering with a desire to establish night and day prayer.  From big cities to small towns, prayer rooms and houses of prayer are popping up without any sort of coordinated effort, franchise, or organization.  This has never happened before.  History gives us some good examples but nothing comparable to the scale of the present movement.  (Biblical example: The tabernacle of David, 1 Chr. 23-25; Historical examples: Bangor, Ireland, 555AD, continued for 300 years.  Herrnhut, Germany, 1727AD, continued for 120 years.)

D. What’s happening should be encouraging to us, but it should also cause us to ask “why is God’s Spirit stirring us to pray and worship like never before?”  The answer to this question leads us into a grand drama that is unfolding before our eyes and that will end in a way we cannot even imagine.

II. connecting to the end of the story

13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, For His name alone is exalted; His glory is above the earth and heaven. Psalm 148:13
A. Scripture promises that there is a day coming when God alone will be revered, exalted, and praised.  But across the earth today, lawlessness and defiant rebellion against God is the dominant attitude in the hearts of men.  Although it is largely unchecked in a manifest way by God now, the pride and self-exaltation of men above God will not continue forever.  God has promised a day where His glory and His name will be esteemed by everyone.

11 The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day.  12 For the day of the LORD of hosts shall come upon everything proud and lofty, upon everything lifted up—and it shall be brought low… Isaiah 2:11-12

B. History as we know it has a determined, purposeful end.  God has ordained a day when He alone will be exalted.  This should cause us to tremble because it necessitates a turning over and a toppling of everything that is taking the highest place in our lives.  Every person, institution, government, ideology, false religion, and idol will bow low before Him so that He alone may be exalted.  He will turn the world upside down – this is where the story is going.

 17 The loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be brought low; the LORD alone will be exalted in that day, 18 But the idols He shall utterly abolish.  19 They shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, From the terror of the LORD and the glory of His majesty, when He arises to shake the earth mightily. Isaiah 2:17-19

For thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Once more (it is a little while) I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land; and I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations…  Haggai 2:6-7

C. Without understanding two general reasons for this coming shaking (what Jesus calls “great tribulation” in Matthew 24), we will tend to view the severity as unreasonable rather than necessary.  

1. God is incredibly committed to His glory.  There is truly none who compares to Him and no one who should receive the attention like He should.  It is right and appropriate that He should receive all honor, glory, and praise.  He is unspeakably worthy, and the fact that men fail to give Him the praise He is due is rebellion and treason of the highest degree.  We have grown so accustomed to the reality of our day-to-day lives that men walk around drawing their breath by the sovereign gift of God only so that they can blaspheme Him with their lips.  

8 I am the LORD, that is My name; and My glory I will not give to another, nor My praise to carved images. Isaiah 42:8

2. God is incredibly committed to His people.  The severe shaking that is coming is motivated for His glory, but it is also deeply rooted in mercy.  He knows that as we give our love and allegiance to anyone or anything else besides Him, it leads to death.  He loves the nations too much to allow them to continue in their idolatry and deception. God longs for worship from the place of voluntary love.  The acceleration of the worship movement in the earth is due to the Holy Spirit’s emphasis on the first commandment being restored to the first place in the hearts of God’s people.

But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.  John 4:23

D. As we see God’s commitments in light of the shaking, it brings us to the realization that God’s exaltation of Himself has a purpose – it’s not random.  He longs for the people of the earth to know who He is and respond to Him in true worship and voluntary love.

E. At the end of the age, He alone will be exalted – He will bring an end to religious diversity and all men will be given the choice to either love Him fully or hate Him fully as He brings His true identity to light.  He alone is the living God.  His self-revelation will remove all neutrality and He alone will be exalted through the reverent worship of all who repent or through His swift judgment of everyone that resists.

III. how the Lord alone will be exalted

A. To see how the Lord is going to bring this to pass, we’ve got to establish one of the foundational pillars of the faith of the Old Testament people of God.  In Isaiah 45, the Lord emphatically declares that He alone – Yahweh – is God.  The same chapter describes the day when the earth will acknowledge His unique identity and bow their knee to Him.

5 I am the LORD, and there is no other; there is no God besides Me… 6 That they may know from the rising of the sun to its setting that there is none besides Me.  I am the LORD, and there is no other… 18 For thus says the LORD, Who created the heavens, Who is God, Who formed the earth and made it, Who has established it, Who did not create it in vain, Who formed it to be inhabited:  “ I am the LORD, and there is no other… And there is no other God besides Me, a just God and a Savior; There is none besides Me.  22 “ Look to Me, and be saved, All you ends of the earth!  For I am God, and there is no other.  23 I have sworn by Myself; the word has gone out of My mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, that to Me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall take an oath.   Isaiah 45:5-6, 18, 21-23

B. The apostle Paul makes it clear that the way that the world will recognize the identity of the one true living God and bow before Him is through the person of Jesus Christ – Yahweh in the flesh.

6 …who, being in the form of God, did not consider equality with God to be used for His own advantage, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Phil 2:6-11
C. It’s important to see that the name above every name is not Jesus, but rather “Lord”.  This word in the Greek, “kurios”, is the reverential substitute for the divine name of Yahweh, which is clear from Paul’s quoting of Isaiah 45.  Jesus is fully God – He is the “Lord” – Yahweh – and it is He alone who will be exalted in that day, rebounding to the glory of the Father and the Spirit.  

D. Even in the church in the West, Jesus is forgotten, reviled, and His name is even used as profanity among the nations today.  The Lord promises that He alone will be exalted being revered by all men, making the confession that “Jesus is Yahweh”.  He is the one true God to which every knee will bow and everything that exalts itself will be brought low.  

IV. The exaltation of Christ – the climax of the story

A. Christ’s exaltation is the ultimate, crowning moment of the much larger story of human redemption.  Looking at the end of the story reveals what is the desire of the heart of God right now.  In the verses we looked at in Philippians 2, we see both the beginning and the end of the story – Christ’s glory, mercy, humiliation, and vindication.

B. His humiliation

1. Jesus descended from the heavenly courts – the place where He was enthroned and perpetually adored – to the confines of a small human frame lying in a little manger.  For the first time since the creation of the world, the second person of the Trinity was not surrounded by worship and adoration.

2. Instead of the eyes of the four living creatures and the constant praise chorus of the heavenly host, He was looked upon by two overwhelmed Jewish parents as He lay in a dirty manger.  As a boy in Nazareth, He walked unnoticed through the streets.  As He grew up, He bore the stigma of a child born out of wedlock, bearing the accusations from the very mouths He formed and created.

3. His chosen fate would be to die alone and rejected by those He came to redeem.  He would die a death of a criminal, His bloody frame mocked by all humanity.

C. His vindication

1. The immense humility He demonstrated was answered by His exaltation to the highest place through His resurrection and ascension.  The staggering truth is that He now dwells once more in His former glory as a man.  

13 Behold, My Servant shall deal prudently; He shall be exalted and extolled and be very high. Isaiah 52:13

5 And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.   John 17:5

2. His exaltation to the highest place is only the beginning of the Father’s vindication of His Son.  The Father will ensure that every created being will exalt His Son and see Him for who He is.  The extent to which we exalt Christ as preeminent in all things is the extent to which we are in agreement with the heart of God.  
17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. Colossians 1:17-18

22 For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son, 23 that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him. John 5:22-23
V. The prayer and worship movement – Jesus, our magnificent obsession

A. With this epic story that we’re a part of now in view, we can look to the increase of night and day prayer across the nations and better appreciate its meaning and timing.  As Jesus’ return draws near, we can now say with confidence that its larger purpose is unto Jesus being adored on the earth as He is in heaven – unceasingly and universally.  

B. The goal of night and day prayer or extended prayer or worship meetings is not to organize people to do an activity without stopping, nor should its goal be primarily because there is so much need that we must petition Him unceasingly in hopes of revival.  Before there were lost souls that needed to be saved and prior to any humanitarian need, the confession of those who beheld Him was that His beauty warranted their undivided attention and incessant adoration.  Today as we give ourselves to prayer, this confession must be our primary reason and ultimate motivation.

One thing I have desired of the LORD, that will I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD…. Psalm 27:4
C. Though now our worship is rightly mixed with intercessory cries for God’s intervention in the affairs of a fallen people that have strayed from Him, at the center of the prayer movement He is raising up stands a breathtaking Beauty that knows no rivals.  

2 You are fairer than the sons of men; grace is poured upon Your lips; therefore God has blessed You forever.  Psalm 45:2

D. As the Holy Spirit increasingly brings the glory of Jesus to the forefront of the Church, there will be no need to convince anyone of the legitimacy or necessity of night and day worship and prayer.  Love will compel them to stand before Him in adoration and spend their strength at His feet.

E. As the Church takes on her eternal role as the house of prayer and as she truly holds the First Commandment in first place, God’s power will be released and openly manifest on the earth as it is in heaven.  

Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, And His praise in the assembly of saints. … Let them praise His name with the dance; Let them sing praises to Him with the timbrel and harp. … Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, And a two-edged sword in their hand, To execute vengeance on the nations, And punishments on the peoples;” Psalm 149:1, 3, 6-7
In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:9-10
“Even them I will bring to My holy mountain, And make them joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices Will be accepted on My altar; For My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations.”  Isaiah 56:7

F. Incessant prayer and worship will become the predominant activity of the Church before Jesus returns.  It will be our greatest joy to offer Him the praise He is rightly due, as our hearts long expectantly for His return.

And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!”  Revelation 22:17


Joshua Hawkins – Intercessory Missionary

www.joshuahawkins.com


Joshua Hawkins – Intercessory Missionary

www.joshuahawkins.com


