Onething Sacramento 2007 – Josh Hawkins
1
Onething Sacramento – Josh Hawkins
The Urgency of the Hour - Overview of the End-Times 
 
 




    
     2

The Urgency of the Hour - Overview of the End-Times

For the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; who can endure it?  (Joel 2:11)
I. The ultimate question: “Who can endure it?”

A. The information about the end-times presented to us in the Word is so intense and scary and should cause us to say “I don’t know if I can make it through that.  God, I need your help!”

B. The prophet Joel asks “Who can endure the coming events without the favor of God?” Only one kind of people can endure both the unparalleled, powerful visitation of the Holy Spirit and the devastating judgments that will shake the planet—only those who are living in the favor of God by the gift of righteousness in Christ Jesus along with a life of wholehearted devotion to Him.  No one can face this Day in their own strength or of their own account. The free gift of righteousness that we have received from God is our only foundation.  As we continue to probe the deep mysteries of the love of Christ, it will lead us to a life of wholehearted obedience to God. 

C. In studying the end-times, it’s important to see “both sides of the coin”.  Some people look at the end-times from such a negative standpoint and begin to accuse God at some level by saying it is too harsh or too intense. But this impoverished and misinterpreted view of the wrath of God (and the necessity of it) exposes our insufficient understanding of the true nature of sin and the holy love of God.  Others may not spend time thinking about it at all because they believe they will not be around for it. The Lord orchestrates the final hours of human history to ensure the greatest response at the deepest level of love from those who would say yes to His leadership.   

D. Apart from living understanding, called the spirit of revelation (Eph. 1:17), the human heart is naturally offended at both dimensions of the great and terrible Day—the revival and the judgments. Even the revival that God is bringing at the end of the age seems a little extreme and unrealistic without the grace of Holy Spirit revelation. The Church generally wants to see the glory of God yet is not really connected to the promises of its sure coming. 

E. Our highest response to this question is found in Joel 2:12:

“Now, therefore,” says the LORD, “Turn to Me with all your heart, With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning.” 13 So rend your heart, and not your garments; Return to the LORD your God, For He is gracious and merciful, Slow to anger, and of great kindness, And He relents from doing harm.” (Joel 2:12)

The only right response in the eyes of the Lord is a true turning from the heart.  Repentance is more than an “I’m sorry”.   When we repent, we turn from something and to the Lord. The word “rend” also means “tear”.  True repentance is feeling the tear in our hearts when we turn from our sin.   True repentance takes spiritual violence. (Matthew 11:12).

If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you… And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you (Matthew 5:29-30) 

II. Day Of The Lord: two extremes at the end of the age 

A. The Day of the Lord refers to the unusual End-Time events related to the Second Coming of Jesus. These events will be very good for those who love Jesus and very terrible for those who refuse Him. The Day of the Lord activities, both positive and negative will come to fullness in the final 3½ years before Jesus returns. 
1. It will be a great day for those who are responsive to God and will include the greatest revival in history as the Church, full of God’s glory and power, comes to victory. It will include miracles seen in the book Acts and the book of Exodus that will be combined and multiplied on a global scale.  (Micah 7:15; Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:17)  The ultimate “great” event of the Day of the Lord is the second coming of Jesus.
2. It will be a very terrible day to the rebellious because they will experience the most severe judgments of God in all history, as well as experience Satan’s rage against them.  (Matthew 24:21; Jeremiah 30:7; Daniel 12:1)

B. Israel’s perspective on the Day of the Lord during the period of her prosperity was that it would be an event that dramatically affected the surrounding nations in a negative way while only having positive benefits for them.

Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord! For what good is the day of the Lord to you? It will be darkness, and not light. (Amos 5:18)

1. The Israelites correctly understood God’s desire to establish them according to His great promises but misunderstood the methodology that He would use to bring them into those promises.  He establishes these promises through great hardship, suffering and trial.  

2. The chosen method of the Lord to glorify Jesus and bring Him into the fullness of His destiny was to cultivate meekness and humility unto death on a cross before raising Him from the dead in power.

3. He continually sent the prophetic ministry to the nation to correct their wrong theology and bring right perspective on what the future held for them – there would be great glory and victory, but only through the crucible of testing and trial.

C. The chosen method in God’s perfect leadership to prepare the earth for the Second Coming of Jesus to the earth is also His chosen method to prepare the church to be a fiery, wholehearted, zealous, tender, meek, equally-yoked Bride able to receive an unshakable kingdom.

Now this, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of those things that are being shaken, as of things that are made, that the things which cannot be shaken may remain.  Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.  For our God is a consuming fire.  (Hebrews 12:27-29)

For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?  Now “If the righteous one is scarcely saved, where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?” (1 Peter 4:17-18)

And some of those with understanding shall fall, to refine them, purify them, and make them white, until the time of the end; because it is still the appointed time. (Daniel 11:35)

But who can endure the day of His coming...For He is like a refiner's fire…He will purify the sons of Levi... (Malachi 3:1-4)

1. The great and terrible events of the coming Day of the Lord will provide the optimum context to birth a radically different expression of Christianity on the earth unto the birthing of a radically different kingdom than any other in history – the Kingdom of God in fullness.

D. It is critical to understand two concepts if we are to understand the leadership of God at the end of the age:

1. God is radically committed to process – these processes include the interaction of His grace with our responses to stimulate growth over time into full maturity.  The first 30 years of Jesus’ life were just as critical as the last 3 ½.  Many believers are waiting for the God that “waves His hand” and changes everything in a moment.

2. A crucial part of the process that God is committed to in our lives involves the fellowship of His sufferings by which we become like Him – not loving the things of this world (1 John 2:15) but living for a coming reward (Hebrews 11:13-15).

…that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.  (Philippians 3:10)

3. Understanding these two concepts gives dignity and meaning to our choices and responses in light of their dynamic relationship to the age to come – our history and life in in God now will have relevance then.  In other words, there is continuity between this age and the age to come.  

III. the coming storm: the great tribulation

There shall be a time of trouble, SUCH AS NEVER WAS since there was a nation. (Daniel 12:1)

For then there will be GREAT TRIBULATION, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect's sake those days will be shortened. (Matthew 24:21-22)

Behold, a pale horse. The name of him who sat on it was Death...and power was given to them over ¼ of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by beasts…. (Revelation 6:8)

A. The purpose of the Great Tribulation is to purify God's people, bring in the harvest (including the salvation of Israel), vindicate the saints, expose false believers within the Church, demonstrate God’s power in protecting the saints (Rom. 9:17), punish sin (2 Thes. 1:6-10; Isa. 26:21), and purge earth from the defilement of sin (Isa. 24:4-6; Zech. 13:2). God's judgment removes the options or props that we falsely trust in and temptations to which we yield. 

B. The central pressure facing both the church and the nations of the earth in the hour that is coming is a “counterfeit trinity” (Revelation 13:1-2, 11) made up of Satan, the Antichrist, and the False prophet.  This “false trinity” will express itself in the final great expressions of the rage of Satan against Israel and the church (Rev. 12:17); the reign of Antichrist over a powerful international empire (Daniel 11:36-45; Revelation 13:1-2; 17:12-17); and the influence of the False Prophet orchestrating an oppressive false worship and prayer movement (Revelation 13:11-17).

C. The evil king who is coming is a literal man who will be the ultimate expression of the fullness of man’s sin (Revelation 9:21; 14:18; 17:5; 18:5; Daniel 8:23; 12:10):

Let no one deceive you by any means; for that day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition… (2 Thessalonians 2:3)

D. As this final escalation of sin and wickedness takes place, staggering numbers of people will fully reject God’s ways and completely embrace darkness. God’s response will be to pour out the fullness of His judgment (Revelation 15:7; 14:10)

1. The fullness of God’s judgment includes the three judgment series called the seven seals (Revelation 6), the seven trumpets (Revelation 8:9) and the seven bowls of wrath (Revelation 16).

…the wrath of God which is poured out full strength (Revelation 14:10) 

IV. Jesus’ Second coming and the Millennial Kingdom
A. One of the greatest and most prominent themes in Scripture is Jesus’ Second Coming to establish God’s Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. We must have the right perspective to understand these truths. Jesus will rule the earth with the natural human processes not suspended, yet significantly enhanced by the supernatural dimension of the Spirit. We see aspects of this when Jesus appeared with His resurrected body (John 20-21; Acts 1). 

B. The centerpiece of God’s eternal purpose is for Jesus to come back to fully establish His Kingdom rule over all the earth as He joins the heavenly and earthly realms together. 

Having made known...the mystery (hidden plan) of His will... 10 that He might gather together in one ALL things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth. (Ephesians 1:9-10)

C. Jesus’ 1,000 year earthly kingdom is one of the major revelations of Scripture. It speaks of Jesus’ establishing God’s Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. Jesus will rule all the governments on earth as King of kings after He binds Satan and casts him in prison (Revelation 20:1-6; Isaiah 2:1-4; 9:6-9; 11:1-16; 51:1-8; 60-62; 65:17-25; Psalm 2:6-12; 110:1-7; Mt. 5:5; 6:10; 17:11; 19:28; 28:19; Acts 1:6; 3:21). The term millennium is from the Latin “mille” (thousand), and “annus” (year).
Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. (Matthew 6:10)

D. At this time the Kingdom of God will be established on earth affecting every sphere of life (political, economic, spiritual, educational, agricultural, family, media, arts, technology, athletics, environment, social institutions, etc). This period will be initiated by Jesus' Second Coming. 

E. Jesus will rule in perfect righteousness, prosperity and continual peace allowing resurrected saints with glorified bodies to rule with Him over the governments of the Millennial earth. Jesus as King of Kings, will personally govern a worldwide Kingdom in partnership with resurrected saints who rule with Him in establishing a biblically based, social order (Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10; 20:4-6; 22:5; Mt. 19:28; 20:21-23; 25:23; Lk. 19:17-19; 22:29-30; 1 Cor. 6:2-3; 2 Tim. 2:12; Rom 8:17). 

They shall be priests of God….and shall reign with Him a 1,000 years. (Rev. 20:6) 

F. The Apostles will rule with Jesus on earth after the Second Coming. 

Jesus said, "Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration (Millennial Kingdom), when the Son of Man sits on the Throne of His glory (in Millennial Jerusalem), you who have followed Me will also sit on 12 thrones, judging the 12 tribes of Israel.” (Mt. 19:28)

I bestow upon you a Kingdom, just as My Father bestowed one upon Me, 30 that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the 12 tribes of Israel. (Lk. 22:29-30) 

G. Jesus will rule the entire earth from Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 23:25; 2 Chronicles 7:16; 30:8; 33:4, 7; Psalm 2:6; Isaiah 2:3; 4:2-6; 24:23; 27:13; 59:20; 60:13-14; 62:1, 7; 65:18; 66:20; Jeremiah 3:17; 31:12; Ezekiel 37:28; 43:4, 7; Joel 3:17; Micah 4:2; Zechariah 6:12-13; 8:2-3; 14:10; Matthew 5:35)

Jerusalem shall be called the Throne of the LORD, and all the nations shall be gathered to it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem. (Jeremiah 3:17)

H. In the Millennium all the kings of the earth will be saved and worship Jesus (Psalm 72:11; 102:15; 138:4; 148:11; Isaiah 62:2; Revelation 21:24) and base their national governments on the Scriptures. The result will be a 1000-year period of peace, righteousness, prosperity, and unprecedented blessing for the whole earth as Jesus restores the agriculture, atmosphere, and animal life, etc. He will restore part of this earth to the conditions of the Garden of Eden. 

V. The victorious church: the book of revelation

A. The Book of Revelation gives us the answer to Joel’s question in chapter seven: those who are sealed and protected by God on earth and those who stand victorious before God in heaven.  God’s definition of victory is given in Revelation 12:11 – “And they overcame him (Satan) by the blood of the lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death.”
B. There will be a great change in the expression and understanding of Christianity on the earth as the church comes into her greatest hour of maturity in love – radical devotion to Jesus that embraces authentic humility and receives unprecedented authority.

C. The greatest revival in history with a victorious Church full of God’s glory (Eph. 5:26-27; 3;19; 4:13; Mt. 16:18; 22:37; Jn. 17:21-26; Rev. 7:9; 12:11; 15:2; 19:7-8; 22:17, 20). It will include miracles seen in the book Acts and the book of Exodus that will be combined and multiplied on a global scale. It will be the greatest outpouring of the Spirit with great power (Joel 2:28-32).

D. The spirit prophecy with great power will be released (Acts 2:17; Jer. 31:9; 23:20; 30:24; 5:4-5; Dan. 11:33-35; 12:3, 10; Isa. 26:9; 29:24; Rev. 11:3-6; 18:20; Matt. 17:11; Mal. 4:6; Jn. 14:12). 

E. Supernatural provision of food and water, etc. God will manifest His provision like He did in Exodus (Mic. 7:15). God miraculously provided all the needs of His people as they journeyed through the wilderness. He caused food to fall from the sky and He brought water from a rock.  

F. Supernatural guidance by prophetic revelation (Jer. 31:9; Joel 2:28) as the Lord directs His people to safety, find provision (led food, water and refuge), to reconnect in relationships, to be at the right place at the right time, to escape the earthquake, bombs, or the ambush of the enemy. 

G. Supernatural protection is seen in God sealing the saints to protect them from the wrath of God (Rev. 7:2-3; 9:4; Ezek. 9:4-6). 

Seek the LORD, all you meek of the earth…it may be that you will be hidden (protected from God’s judgments) in the day of the LORD's anger. (Zeph. 2:3)

I will set apart the land of Goshen, in which My people dwell, that no swarms of flies shall be there, in order that you may know that I am the LORD in the midst of the land. 23 I will make a difference between My people and your people. (Ex. 8:22-23) 

H. The Church will be established in the Bridal paradigm (Rev. 22:17; Hos. 2:16; Mt. 22:37; 25:8). 

I. The worship and prayer movement will operate in great authority (Lk. 18:7-8; Mt. 21:13; Jn. 17:21-26; Rev. 5:8; 8:3-5; 22:17, 20; Isa. 62:6-7; 24:14-16; 25:9; 26:8-9; 27:2-5, 13; 30:18-19; 42:10-13; 43:26; 51:11; 52:8; Joel 2:12-17, 32; Zech. 13:9d; Jer. 31:7; Mic. 5:3-4; Zeph. 2:1). 
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